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ASWC
Q&A with new Vice 
President Karl Gerner: 
his opinion on the 
state of ASWC

Megan Mann, ASWC’s di-
rector of budget and ! nance, 
took control of the Student 
Activities Committee’s (SAC) 
account on Sept. 28. SAC has 
spent $7,000 over its $89,950 
budget for the academic year. 
In a letter to the senate, Mann 
cited the power given to her 
by the Financial Code to “re-
allocate budgets in the case of 
extreme loss of revenue, which 
is exactly the case we are in to-
day.”

Currently SAC has an un-
paid Lagoon invoice of $23,000 
that it cannot pay until ASWC 
funds are reallocated.  Mann 
plans on keeping all SAC and 
ASWC internal funds under 
her control until a new internal 
budget is approved in two to 
three weeks.  

According to several ex-
ecutive cabinet members and 
senators, the student body 
government performed a series 
of missteps that led to the cur-
rent state of the budget.  " e 
brusque budget approval pro-
cess, the budget committee’s 
misunderstanding between rev-
enue and net income and two 
instances of large-scale over-
spending contributed to the 
depletion of the SAC budget.  
Dozens of spread sheets, hours 
of interviews and lots of pa-
tience took " e Forum step by 
step through how it happened.

Who passed the budget?
Something was not right 

with the 2011-2012 ASWC 
budget.  Everyone who was in-
terviewed about this year’s bud-
get said the budget process did 
not allow for enough time to 
examine it. " e most peculiar 

item in the budget was a 359% 
increase in SAC revenue from 
last year to this year. 

Angela Lan, a ! nance and 
budget analyst for federal gov-
ernment contracts, said “I’ve 
never seen a year over year in-
crease like that.”  Mann attrib-
uted the massive increase to the 
projected revenue of $80,000 
for the Jason Derülo concert 
and the $23,000 projected rev-
enue for Lagoon day.  

" ough the increase was 
atypical, Mann did not express 
reservations because it was 
SAC’s projection, and SAC 
was responsible for making up 
lost revenue through sponsor-
ships.  

“I was a little concerned 
about it [revenue projection], 
but I honestly didn’t know be-
cause I didn’t have the experi-
ence of putting on a big con-
cert,” said Trisha Teig, director 
of student involvement and 
leadership. “I certainly was sup-
portive.”  

Jonathan Pierce, the presi-
dent of ASWC and a ! nance 
and economics major, did ex-

press concern about the SAC 
budget.  In a letter to the sen-
ate before the budget approval 
he said, “" e SAC budget was 
proposed with problems in the 
math of what was being re-
quested and a misunderstand-
ing between net-income and 
revenue.” 

Revenue is the money col-
lected. Net income is the 
amount of money left over after 
cost is subtracted from the rev-
enue. “My biggest concern with 
the evaluation of this budget is 
that it was not evaluated detail " e Public Health Ac-

tivities Team (P^HAT) chal-
lenged students to pledge to 
not text and drive in an anti-
texting campaign “Drive Now, 
Text Later” in the Richer 
Commons on Sept. 21, 2011.

Five bands, food and 
friends completed the atmo-
sphere Wednesday night from 
6-10 p.m. as 448 students 
took the pledge to not text and 
drive.

Vice President of P^HAT 
Hillary Makris said Oprah’s 
No Text Zone inspired her to 
create the “Drive Now, Text 
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by detail,” said Pierce.
!e senate passed the re-

quested SAC budget with a 
two-thirds veto-proof vote 
despite Pierce’s concerns and 
recommendations.  Pierce said 
there was an institutionalized 
pressure to pass the budget.  It 
was the last senate meeting be-
fore May term and the budget 
had to be passed that night. 

Laura Wolf, senator of pure 
and applied sciences, said the 
senators were given the bud-
get only a few hours before the 
meeting, and were expected 
to review and make decisions 
about it in a manner of hours.  

Why didn’t the projected 
revenue work out?

In Mann’s letter to the sen-
ate she wrote this of the La-
goon revenue projection, “that 
revenue number doesn’t make 
sense - at all.” “Unfortunately 
no one really looked at that 
number until after the Lagoon 
cost was incurred.”

Mann said that SAC pro-
jected making a net income of 
$10,000 from the Lagoon day 
event before they looked at the 
actual cost of the tickets.  Af-
ter receiving the invoice Mann 
discovered they were losing $19 
per student.  800 students at-
tended the event which adds up 
to a loss of about $15,000.

!e overspending of Lagoon 
day pushed the SAC account 
into the negative because SAC 
had already spent a substantial 
amount of its budget on the 
Jason Derülo concert.  Prior to 
the concert, Mann told !e Fo-
rum that ASWC loses money 
on concerts every year.  

However, Mann said she still 
approved the budget request 
with the projected $80,000 in 
revenue because “I was like, you 
want to do a big concert, you 
go ahead, and if you don’t make 
that money, it’s up to you to 
reallocate those funds or to get 
sponsorship for things.”

SAC did not make the ex-
pected revenue, and it may have 
been di"cult to make the num-
bers even if they sold out the 
concert. !e concert venue, the 
Rail Event Center, holds 3,510 
people. If SAC sold all of the 
tickets at $24.50 (the advance 
ticket price for non-Westmin-
ster students), 3,200 tickets 
would have to be sold in order 
to make a revenue of $80,000.  

Even after all of the exces-
sive spending and revenue loss, 
ASWC hosted a retreat for the 
student body government that 
cost them over $8,000. Instead 
of cutting costs, they rented a 
house from Sept. 15 to 18 that 

cost them $8,166.75. !e house 
rental was $7,603 and $563.75 
was billed for food and supplies. 

Who makes the projections?
In the current budget pro-

cess the ASWC budget is 
broken into three main parts:  
SAC, Clubs, and Internal 
Funds. !e ASWC president 
submits a request for internal 
funds.  Club presidents submit 
requests for club budgets, and 
the ASWC vice president and 
activities coordinator submit 
the request for SAC funds. 

!e party responsible for 
making projections is the party 
submitting the budget request. 
In the case of the $109,000 
SAC revenue projection, for-
mer vice president Mason West 
and activities coordinator Ross 
McIlwaine were responsible for 
submitting the projections.   

After the budget requests 
are made, they are evaluated 
by the senate budget commit-
tee. !e committee is made up 
of one senator from each school 
in the college and is chaired by 
ASWC’s director of budgets 
and #nance (Mann).  

Mann said the budget com-
mittee had about twelve hours 
of meetings to go through all 
budget requests line by line. 
During these twelve hours, the 
budget committee had the at-
tention to detail to cut $50 re-
quests for refreshments in half 
and added explanations like, 
“light refreshments shouldn’t 
be that expensive,” but they 
did not notice the nonsensical 
$23,000 Lagoon day revenue 
projection.

When asked why no one 
paid attention to the Lagoon 
day revenue amount, Mann 
said, “A lot of the budget com-
mittee still didn’t get the dif-

ference between the two [net 
income and revenue], or why 
it was an issue. Mason [West] 
and Ross [McIlwaine] de#-
nitely didn’t get the di$erence 
between the two.” 

Who is accountable?
Several Executive Cabinet 

members and senators were 
asked about the accountabil-
ity process for overspending. 
Pierce said, “It is a big deal, but 
it’s something that hasn’t been 
addressed yet. Overspending of 
that magnitude happens all the 
time in SAC.  For a line item 
that is something that is rela-
tively common, this [concert] 
was just a big one.”  

According to Teig, all over-
spending went through the 
proper channels of approval. 
Teig has to approve spending 
over $100. Requests of over 
$1,000 are approved by West-
minster’s Vice President, and 
expenses of $5,000 are approved 
by the Dean of Students. “!e 
thing that is challenging is that 

upper administration doesn’t 
have ASWC’s budget, and so 
the assumption is that ASWC 
is managing its own budget,” 
said Teig.

However, Mann says these 
approvals only pertain to ap-
proving the check being writ-
ten. “At that point, the expense 
has already been incurred and 
those approvals just verify that 
these are non-fraudulent ex-
penses,” said Mann.

“I think what they are fac-
ing is a consequence,” said Teig 
when asked about account-
ability. “As far as accountabil-
ity it does fall back on me, not 
officially though.”

What is going to happen 
now?

Mann plans on requesting 
that the senate allocate funds 
from other areas of the bud-
get to cover SAC’s debt and to 
continue student activities. Her 
preliminary plan includes cut-
ting budget from internal cost 
including the president’s special 

projects, stipends, advertising, 
training and the graduate pro-
gram’s graduation ceremonies. 
She does not plan on making 
any changes until she meets 
with the new ASWC vice pres-
ident and gets the new budget 
approved by the senate.  

“Going forward, SAC is 
planning each of their events 
with me for budget and cash 
%ow management,” said Mann.  
“Internally, no one has any 
open funds and so all expenses 
will be processed and approved 
through the entire ECAB [ex-
ecutive cabinet].”  

An Ad Hoc committee, 
chaired by Natalie Batty, is 
working on budget reform. 
Students can give their input on 
the budget situation by speak-
ing to their senators. Psychol-
ogy major Parker Higgings says 
he would like to have a personal 
vote on what the budget goes 
to.  “It’s really simple,” said 
Higgings. “All we need to do is 
have an online vote asking stu-
dents what is your activity you 
like to do the most, then break 
that into percentages of the to-
tal population. And that’s how 
you distribute the budget.”  

Who should you talk to?
!e senate, whose role is to 

be the voice of the students, is 
composed of 33 students. Sena-
tors are in clusters representing 
the di$erent schools. !e num-
ber of senators representing 
each department depends on 
the size.

“As a senate, we are respon-
sible for getting to know our 
constituents and bringing their 
ideas to the senate meetings,” 
said Wolf. 

Communication between 
the students and the senate is 
an issue. Five out of #ve stu-
dents that were interviewed 
did not know who their sena-
tor was. When asked if he knew 
who his senator was, account-
ing senior Je$ Christensen said, 
“I have no idea.”

ASWC Budget
Continued from Page 1

!is graph displays the vast di"erence between SAC's projected revenue amounts and actual revenue amounts.

 ASWC budget allocation among Clubs, Executive Cabinet Stipends and SAC.

Graphs & Charts courtesy of Megan Mann
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Students not knowing who 

is representing them causes a 
lack of communication between 
the student body and ASWC. 
If the students are not speaking 
to their senators, how could the 
students be represented accu-
rately? 

! e senate has been discuss-
ing ways to reach out to the 
students they represent. Sena-
tors are talking about building 
relationships with the dean of 
the department they represent 
as a way to inform the students.

Senators in the pure and 
applied sciences are using the 
white boards on each " oor in 
Meldrum as a communica-
tion channel to and from the 
students. According to Wolf, 
white boards in Meldurm will 
be sectioned o#  to inform the 
students of new legislation. 
Students are encouraged to also 
give their opinions and con-
cerns on the white boards.

Since it is the senators’ job 
to pass legislation and to moni-
tor the executive cabinet, it is 
important for the students to 
be able to easily communicate 
with the senators. Nick Kuz-
mack, senator of social sciences, 
said, “! e student’s concerns 
are our concerns and we must 
address them.”

Only six senators out of the 
33 have posted their informa-
tion on ASWC’s website. “For 
the students to know who their 
senators are, we need to get our 
bios out. We need to make our-
selves publicly available,” said 
Kuzmack.

Making their information 
available to the students via the 
website is a personal respon-

sibility. Senators have been 
encouraged to post their infor-
mation on the website so it is 
readily available. 

How are students being 
represented?

One way the senators voiced 
student opinions was by creat-
ing an ad hoc committee to 
investigate the Jason Derülo 
concert. ! e committee was 
constructed of eight appointed 
members of the senate. “We 
only had an hour to come up 
with the $ ndings,” said James 
Ham, senator of arts and hu-
manities. 

Jillian Edmonds, senator of 
arts and humanities, spoke at 
the Senate Meeting held on 
Monday, Sept. 26. According 
to Edmonds, having the Twi-
light Con-
cert series 
ending the 
week be-
fore drew 
p e o p l e 
away since 
the con-
cert was 
not free. 
Also, since 
Westmin-
ster is such a small school, hav-
ing a large concert may not be 
in its best interest. 

Having the concert on cam-
pus was an option ASWC was 
looking into to cut costs, but it 
was not permitted. “Basically 
neighbors are a pain in the ass,” 
said McIlwaine.

Pierce said that they will use 
the $ ndings for recommenda-
tions in the future. 

“! e ad hoc committee was 

created to serve a speci$ c pur-
pose,” said Pierce. “Once it has 
ful$ lled its purpose, it ceases to 
exist.”

Is ASWC transparent?
A student government is 

there to inform the student 
body, however, students feel 
ASWC is doing the opposite. 

Ham said, “! ey keep saying 
everything is open, but what we 
need is a transparent ASWC 
right now so that people under-
stand as a full scope how hor-
ribly we are in the de$ cit and 
what we need to do so we can 
$ x it and move on with it.”

! ere are many rumors 
circulating campus about the 
concert. Even though the num-
bers are out, ASWC claims to 
still not have the total revenue 

numbers from 
Smithtix and 
Textix. 

At the $ rst 
senate meeting 
held on Aug. 
29, a transpar-
ency bill was 
passed unani-
mously. ! e bill 
was composed by 
juniors Alex Si-

ciliano and Nick Kuzmack. 
! is was a call to action for 

the senators to reach out to 
students and for the executive 
cabinet to make information 
readily available and easily ac-
cessible. A brief monthly pub-
lication was to be written to 
make the students aware of cur-
rent issues. “I think it may have 
unfortunately taken the back 
seat,” said Siciliano. “It is one 
of those bills that is common 

sense that something needs to 
happen.”

! e bill was supposed to be 
enacted within 48 hours of it 
being passed. “I am appalled 
that the act has not been en-
forced,” said Kuzmack. “! e 
judicial counsel is supposed to 
enforce our rulings.”

Je#  Zuckerman, ASWC at-
torney general, said he did not 
know any information about 
the transparency bill. “I just 
know that ASWC as a whole 
this year is trying to be as trans-
parent as possible by posting 
things on the website and let-
ting the student body know 
what is going on and what is 
being spent,” said Zuckerman. 
“I’m guessing that’s what the 
transparency act does.”

With the attorney general 
unaware of the act, it shows 
that the bill is not in e# ect 
throughout ASWC. “! ere is 
a lack of implementation and 
communication between the 
di# erent branches of the gov-
ernment here,” said Siciliano.

With the concert crisis and 
the senators’ lack of e# ort to 
get to know the students they 
represent, transparency is an is-
sue on campus. Changes within 
the entire student government 
need to be made before ASWC 
can be completely transparent. 

If you have any questions 
about the student body govern-
ment, contact your senator or 
stop by the ASWC o%  ce lo-
cated in Shaw.

WHO ARE YOUR 
SENATORS?

ARTS AND HUMANITIES
Dorothann Dinas
Jillian Edmonds
Tory Hallenburg

James Ham
Tyson Olcott

BUSINESS
Brendan Davis

Tulip Fan
Sebastian Hooker

Johannes Jogi
Brandon Lloyd
O’Ryan Moore

Angelique Pappas

EDUCATION
Elizabeth Sauve

FRESHMEN
Jacqueline Alvidrez

Alexandra Grow
Pratik Raghu

GRADUATE
Christian Roberts

GRADUATE EDUCATION
Alexandra Cohn

NURSING
Amy Forker
Erica Maier

Elizabeth Nelson
Catherine Worman

PURE AND APPLIED 
SCIENCES
Natalie Batty
Heidi Saxton

! omas Stevens
Laura Wolf

SOCIAL SCIENCES
Dominique Kiahtipes

Nicholas Kuzmack
Katrina Maurer

Kira Wallace
Whitney Warnick

UNDECLARED
Arthur Eby

sense that something needs to 

! e bill was supposed to be 
enacted within 48 hours of it 
being passed. “I am appalled 
that the act has not been en-
forced,” said Kuzmack. “! e 
judicial counsel is supposed to 

Je#  Zuckerman, ASWC at-
torney general, said he did not 
know any information about 
the transparency bill. “I just 
know that ASWC as a whole 
this year is trying to be as trans-
parent as possible by posting 
things on the website and let-

“I am appalled that 
the act has not been 
enforced. The judicial 
counsel is supposed to 
enforce our rulings.”

-Nick Kuzmack
Social Sciences Senator
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